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October 22, 2007 

INITIATIVE COORDINATOR 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

Ms. Patricia Galvan 
Initiative Coordinator 
Attorney General's Office 
1300 1Street 
Sacramento, CA 958 14 

Re: Voters FIRST Act 

Dear Ms. Galvan: 

Pursuant to California Elections Code section 9002, we respectfully request that the 
Attorney General prepare a title and summary for the attached measure. The text of the 
measure, a check for $200.00 and the address at which we are registered to vote are 
enclosed . 

Also attached is the acknowledgment of the proponent required by section 9608 of the 
California Elections Code. 

Please direct all correspondence and inquiries regarding this measure to our attorney: 

Barry Fadem 
Fadem & Associates 
3527 Mt. Diablo Blvd., #192 
Lafayette, CA 94549 

Sincerely, 

. Kathay Feng J eannine English David Fleming 

Enclosures 



two votes of commissioners registered from each of the two largest parties and one vote from a 
commissioner who is not affiliated with either of the two largest political parties in California. 
Thc 6 appointees shall be chosen to ensure the commission reflects this State's diversity, 
including, but not limited to, racial, ethnic. geographic. and gender diversity. However. it is not 
intended that formulas or specific ratios be applied for this purpose. Applicants shall also be 
chosen based on relevant analytical skills and ability to be impartial, 

8252.5 Citizens Redistricting Commission Vacancy. Removal, Resignation. Absence. 
(a) In the event of substantial neglect of duty. gross misconduct in office or inability to 

discharge the duties of oflice. a member of the commission may be removed by the Governor 
with the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of the Senate after having been served written 
notice and provided with an opportunity for a response. A finding of substantial neglect of duty 
or gross misconduct in office may result in referral to the California Attorney General for 
criminal prosecution or the appropriate administrative agency for investigation. 

(b) Any vacancy. whether created by removal, resignation or absence. in the 14 
commission positions shall be filled within the 30 days after the vacancy occurs. from the pool of 
applicants of the same voter registration category as the vacating nominee that was remaining as 
of November 20 in the year in which that pool was established. II' none of those remaining 
applicants are available for service, the State Auditor shall fill the vacancy from a new pool 
created for the same voter registration category in accordance with Section 8252. 

8253 Citizens Redistricting Commission Miscellaneous Provisions. 
(a) The activities of the Citizens Redistricting Commission arc subject to all of the 

following: 
( I) The commission shall comply with the l3agley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 

commencing with Section 111 20 of Chapter I of Part I Division 3 of Title 2), or its successor. 
The commission shall provide not less than 14 days public notice for each meeting, except that 
meetings held in September in the year ending in the number one may be held with three days' 
notice. 

(2) The records of the commission pertaining to redistricting and all data considered by 
the commission are public records that will be posted in a manner that ensures immediate and 
widespread public access. 

(3) Commission members and staff may not communicate with or receive 
communications about redistricting matters Irom anyone outside of a public hearing. This 
paragraph does not prohibit communication between commission members, stall legal counsel 
and consultants retained by the commission that is otherwise permitted by the Bagley-Keene 
Open Meeting Act or its successor outside of a public hearing. 

(4) The commission shall select by the voting process prescribed in paragraph (5) of 
subdivision (c) of Section 2 of Article XXI of the California Constitution one of their members 
to serve as the chair and one to serve as vice chair. The chair and vice chair shall not be of the 
same party. 

(5) The commission shall hire commission staff, legal counsel, and consultants as needed. 
The commission shall establish clear criteria for the hiring and removal of these individuals. 
communication protocols. and a code of conduct. The commission shall apply the confl icts of 
interest listed in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 8252 to the hiring of staff to the 
extent applicable. The Secretary of State shall provide support functions to the commission until 
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shall make the necessary appropriation in the budget act, and the appropriation shall be available 
during the entire three year period. The appropriation made shall be equal to the greater of three 
million dollars ($3,000,000), or the amount expended pursuant to this subdivision in the 
immediately proceeding redistricting proeess, as eaeh amount is adjusted by the cumulative 
change in the California Consumer Price Index, or its successor, since the date of the 
immediately preceding appropriation made pursuant to this subdivision, The Legislature may 
make additional appropriations in any year in which it determines that the commission requires 
additional fund ing in order to fulfill its duties. 

(b) The commission, with fi scal oversight Ii-urn the Department of Finance or its 
successor, shall have procurement and contracting authoritv and may hire staff and consultants, 
exempt from thc civil service rcquirements of Article VII of the California Constitution, for the 
purposes of this Act, including legal representation, 

Section 5, Conflicting Ballot Propositions, 

(a) In the event that this measure and another measure(s) relating to the redistricting of 
Senate, Assembly, congressional, or Board of Equalization districts are approved by a majority 
of voters at the same election, and this measure receives a greater number of atlirmative votes 
than any other such measure(s), this measure shall control in its entirety and the other measure(s) 
shall be rendered void and without any legal effect. II' this measure is approved by a majority of 
the voters but does not receive a greater number of affi rmative votes than the other measure(s), 
this measure shall take effect to the extent permitted by law, 

(b) If any provisions of this measure are superseded by the provisions of any other 
confl icting measure approved by the voters and receiving a greater number of affirmative votes 
at the same election, and the confli cting measure is subsequently held to be invalid, the 
provisions of this measure shall be self-executing and given full force of law. 

Seetion 6, Severabilitv, 

The provisions of this Act are severable, II' any provision of this Act or its application is 
held to be invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications that can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application, 
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