  Yes, ecological inference is part of this.  The document you sent me

only typifies the accuracy of the merger but doesn't really describe

how to do it.  Basically, I estimate propensities of various groups in

the electorate to vote in particularly ways (using ecological inference)

and then use these propensities to proportionally allocate precinct

results back to census blocks (the two types of geography come from

different governmental entities and no effort is made to produce

common boundaries).

We created a merged political/census dataset at the level of the

census block before redistrictings.  This document was written after the

1991 redistricting.  The process is as I described above but the difficulty is

in the details.  We have not been creating these merged datasets (due

to the effort required) but we have been producing precinct/block equivalencies,

which allows sophisticated users (like Shumate) to perform their own mergers

through a geographical proportionality method.  This method is not accurate

enough for redistrictings.

The context here is that we are trying to complete the various datasets

before the three statewide elections next year.  After these elections,

we should have a better idea of how the next state-wide redistricting

is to be undertaken.  The legislature has been the primary user for

redistricting datasets due to their constitutional mandate to pass

a bill, but that may change.  If so, while the basic concepts of database

construction will not change, there will be more of an emphasis on

certain types of results (for example, some of the proposals for

redistriting changes call for competitiveness to be considered, some

for consideration of Voting Righs Acts consideration of district makeup

redistriting changes call for competitiveness to be considered, some

for consideration of Voting Righs Acts consideration of district makeup

with reference to specific court decisions, etc).  In 2008, however,

our main effort will be keeping up with the three state-wide elections.

